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August 30, 2000
Contact: Dr. Herbert Svvick, IMH director, 329-5662.
IMH, UM OFFER COURSE LOOKING AT HUMAN SIDE OF MEDICINE
MISSOULA A new literature course that illuminates the experience of illness, healing and the doctorpatient relationship will be offered fall semester at The University of Montana.
The course, Doctors’ Stories, will use works by authors who also are or were practicing
physicians and used their medical experience in their writing as a way to look at the human
condition. Dr. Herbert Swick, director of Missoula’s Institute for Medicine and Humanities, will
teach the course. While it is geared for a mixed audience of science and humanities students, a
course of this kind is especially important for students heading into the health professions, Swick
said.
“I feel strongly that physicians need a very deep understanding of the humanities,” he said.
“Medicine is still a very human endeavor. We tend to lose sight of that with all the advancements
in science and technology. But what is still critical is the human nature of medicine. We use
humanities in medical education to stimulate students to think about the human nature of the
people they’re going to be taking care of.”
The course, offered for three credits and organized by UM’s Davidson Honors College,
will use three textbooks and a clutch of other materials covering stories and poems by authors
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such as Anton Chekhov, Richard Selzer, William Carlos Williams, John Stone, Dannie Abse and
Sir Arthur Conan. It is cross-listed in English and liberal studies as ENLT 325/LS 356, Section
80, and will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:10 to 3:30 p.m. in Room 304 of the Liberal
Arts Building.
Senior citizens interested in registering for the course may audit —receive no credit and
take no tests —at a reduced cost if space permits. Their costs would be $30 for UM admission
and $90 for the course plus whatever books cost.
Swick has been director since February of IMH, a partnership between UM and St.
Patrick Hospital. Trained as a child neurologist, he has spent more than 30 years in academic
medicine. His interest in the interrelationship of medicine and humanities has spanned his entire
career, and he has taught many courses that examine that conjunction.
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